
Mathis ISD 

Class of 2020 Graduation Ceremony FAQ 

We are looking forward to Mathis ISD’s outdoor graduation ceremonies! 
Please help us maximize safety by following the guidelines listed below. 

Thank you for helping us celebrate the Class of 2020! 

 

When is the ceremony? 
June 12th @ 8 p.m. – Pirate Stadium 
 
When will Pirate Stadium be open for arrivals? 
Gates will open one hour prior to the start of each ceremony. 
Complete Parties will be seated at a time.  Incomplete Parties will not be seated until all guests 
are present.  All attendees must be on the list.  Only individuals on the guest list will be allowed 
to enter. 
 
What is the parking plan? 
Members of the same household are encouraged to carpool. Mathis PD, DPS and County Law 
Enforcement will be onsite to assist with traffic and parking. 
 
How many guests may graduates bring? 
Texas Education Agency requirements for seating at outdoor ceremonies includes 6 feet of 
distance between groups of same-household guests. To maximize safety, each graduate may 
bring five guests.  Every Senior will provide MHS administration with a list of their guests by 
June 9th.  
 
How is guest seating determined? 
Seating will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. Handicapped seating will be 
available. Seating areas will be spaced six feet apart. To maintain social distancing, groups of 
five must remain in the area they select. Aside from visiting the restroom, please remain seated 
throughout the ceremony. Due to safety precautions, guests will not be permitted to leave their 
seats to take photos of their graduate. 
 
If I cannot attend the ceremony, where may I watch it? 
Ceremonies will be livestreamed on Facebook and archived on MISD’s Facebook.  Please click 
the link to access our MISD Facebook Live. 
 
What safety precautions is MISD taking to help prevent the spread of COVID-19? 
Masks will be required for everyone on the property. Please observe social distancing. Seating 
areas will be marked off in 6-foot increments. Graduates are permitted to remove masks during 
official photos. Hands-free dispensers holding hand sanitizer will be available throughout the 
stadium. 

Texas Education Agency requirements for outdoor ceremonies includes prohibiting entry to 
persons who do not pass (or decline to participate in) health screenings. Every graduate will 
receive 6 health screen forms (1 for graduate, 5 for guests) prior.  Administration will gather all 
forms and create a guest list for all attendees.  Only individuals on the list will be allowed into 
the stadium. The screening will include asking about symptoms and asking whether an 
individual has had close contact (in the past 14 days) with a person who is lab-confirmed to 
have COVID-19. Screening questionnaires will be due to MHS office by June 9th.   

https://www.facebook.com/mathisisd/live/
https://www.facebook.com/mathisisd/live/


 
 
 
What are graduates permitted to wear? 
All graduates must wear their cap and gown. Please click here for the dress code for graduates. 
 
Where do graduates wait for the ceremony to begin? 
Graduates will report to their designated area on the MHS campus (Gym/Cafeteria). Staff 
members will be there to guide them.  Seats will be placed six feet apart. Graduates are not 
permitted to gather in groups. 
 
What should graduates expect during the ceremony? 
Graduates will be seated on the field. Social distancing and masks must be readily available 
and required if coming with six feet of another individual. Once a graduate has crossed the 
stage, they will pose next to a diploma, which will separate them from a MISD board member, 
who will pose on the other side of the diploma for the official graduation photo. Masks may be 
removed during the photo. 
  
After the ceremony, may we take photos with friends and family? 
No.  To maximize safety, all graduates and guests are asked to return to their vehicles and 
leave the area as soon as the ceremony concludes. Thank you for your cooperation as we work 
to help keep our community safe. 

What may I bring into the stadium? 
Graduates should not bring any belongings, including cell phones. Audience members are 
permitted to use umbrellas for shade, so long as they do not interfere with others’ view. 
Noisemakers are not permitted. Pom-poms and posters are allowed, as long as they do not 
obstruct the view of other attendees. 
 
Will restrooms be available? 
Yes, restrooms will be open and will be cleaned regularly. 
 
What if someone needs medical assistance during the ceremony? 
Paramedics and an ambulance will be onsite throughout each ceremony. 
 
How will graduates receive their diplomas? 
High schools will hand out diplomas the same day as the graduation ceremony.  
 
What if inclement weather occurs on the day of graduation? 
If weather does not permit an outdoor ceremony, then the ceremony will occur in the MHS gym.  
Only 2 guests per graduate will be allowed to enter the gym.   

 

 

http://www.mathisisd.org/docs/building/1/graduation%20dress%20code.pdf?id=7743

